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Society’s Famous Resort In t
Finally Is Shocked By Exhibitions At
the Close Of the Season and Will Draw

e East

More Confining Lines On the Curves In
1916—Experts Consider That the Limst Of

Exposure Has

If Vepus de Mile, Lady Godiva
end the other unclothed celebrities
of history and mythology last sum-
mer should have taken a walk along
the beach some sunny alternoon,
more than likely they would Lhave
blughed with shame and call loudly
for Anthony Comstock or some oth-
er well known reformer. For the
beach is mueh in need of reforming
Reformation is promised next sum-
mer

That lg not to gay 1he beach, it-
self, for in winter It is one of the
best behaved beacheés on the Atlan-
tic ocean, but when summer coOlues
and soclety malds and matrons jour-
peéy to Atlantle City to display thelr
curves and their abbreviated bath-
ing suits the mercury hite the top of
the thermometer and the lifeguards
bluslh bepeath their tan For the déis-
play of legs and shapes along the

beach is something to ghock cven
the New York "“rounders,"” who
boast they have seen every form of
wickedness along Broadway until

thev get a peek at the beach here
Then the New Yorker Dblushes and
admits (hat at last there is some-
thing In the world that was not
stolen from right off the White Way

Speaking of bathing suits so small
they may be tucked inside of a hand-
bag and not take up much room,
there are many so small that they
seem to coptain no grester amount
of material than i{& in the ordinary
lady's handkerchief

It seems the fair ones vie with one
another in trimming off unnecessary
portions of their bathing costumes
Just recently the last word in shock-
fng water apparel appeared on the
beach upon the person of a very at-
tractive New York mald, whose
pame is not mentioned for the very
obvious reason that mone learned it
—nobody had time to think of such
& detail while undergolng the shock
that her appearance caused

WITHOUT
A BACK.

Not to go too deeply into the mal-
ter of feminine dress, (in this case
feminine semi-nudity) the costume
bad little or mno back., Kipling
might deacribe It as he does in Gun-
ga Din: “The uniform he wore was
nothin’ much before an' rather less
than 'arf of that behind.” This cos-
tume was rather “lesa than ‘art of
that behind” in that the V-cut end-
ed far below the walst line, showing
a broad expanse of pink flesh, the
shoulder straps were a negligible
quantity and the cut in front extend-
ed o little too low for It to be a cos-
tume accepled as proper in a girl's
boarding school

The police along the beach looked
at the lnnovation with the same dnz-
zled appearance with which a man
blinks at the sun, and then called
a female member of the foree The
latter borrowed a bathrobe, placed
it over the outer bathing suit with
about the spme result as a person
placing an extinguisher over the
wick of a lighted candle, and then
led the young mald back 10 her hotel
where she gave her a matronly lee-
ture about the forgottén grace
known as propriety and warned her
that her next informal appearance
on the beach as “September Morn"
would result in her arrest and ap-
prarance in police court.

Of course, the New York mald
didn't apprar again in that or nny
other costume for a fond mother
and father, without whose kuowl-
edge the shocking costume was die-
played took their daughter home
the very next day.

Of course, this girl's appearance
Was heralded in newspapers
throughout the country and for fear
some may doubt that such conditions
exist at the Atlantle City beach, Jes
it be said that such exireme cOs-
tumes are scen daily and the shocks
to those of Puritanleal ldeas are so
rapid g to be almost contintous.

The matter has become of such
great importance that the police de-
nartment {# consideripg severc ac-

Been

IMMERS

tion to prevent such displays. At-
lantic City, until is was discovercd
to be the most fushionable resort in
the United States apd the Ostend
of America, was a provincial town
and the inhabitants were so far be-
hind the times as to earn thelr living
by the sweat of their brows. Then
came the rich to Atlantle City #nd
made it what it {s today, The inbab-
Itants turned from their rustic pur-
suits to the more attructive ones of
making their living off the million-
alre visitors. For all of wheh At-
lantic Clty aborigines are more or
legs much obliged, but still they can-
not live down their original domestic
traits that required women to ap-
pear in (he presence of their lords
fully ¢lothed

Of course, when Atlantle Clity hos
some complaint to make againsl its
rich visitors it does go In such a
way that the wealthy will not be an-
gered and withdraw thelr patronage.
No Atlantie City hardly would deslre
that it loge Iits Egenerous palrons
Blut even to this day there are those
among its original Inhabitants with
ideas so old fashloned and recollec-
ftons of the past 4o strong that they

would desire to look upon women
fully clothed rather than in semi-
nudity.
OFFICIAL
CONFERENCES,

So conferences are occaslonally

held behind closed doors In which
Atlaptic Clty lifts ita hands in shame
and calls upon Its police forcs to
accompligh certain reforms The po-
liee force derives itg support indi-
rectly from the wealthy and there-
fore ean occasionally volee its opln-
fon and make regulations regarding
{he morals of the city

It thercfore has occaslonally
bursted forth Inte regulating the
kind of bathing sults to be worn, At
time It decreed agaipgt the one-
plece sult and cstablished the prop-
er pether extent of a bathing skirt
as some place a few Inches below
the knees, But what can an honest
police force do when some pretty
maid ventures forth in deflance of
law and regulation In a daring erea-
tion that leaves but little to the im-
agination. No man wearing the
gtar and brass buttons his the
temerity to arrest her. Goodoess
po! Just think of an innocent po-

Reached

TyYPRICAL COSTUME
OF LAST SEASON

liceman walking beslde a verlublo
gea-oymph with his chiceks blazing,
his eyes averted and the crowd of
Bathers laughing at him. With sever-
al thousand people along the board
wilk to look at the embarrassed pa-
trolman do you think he would ke
a chianee? Most policemen nre brave
men. They give up thele lives read-
{l¥, they fight burglars lo the durk,
they arrest murderers, they rald
counterfeit dens and think nothing
of it. Butl when it comes to arrest-
fng woemen, and especially n sen-
nymph, whom he might have to lend
his uniform coat hefore he could
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LEAWRNING EARLY

lead her to the police slation, the
patrolman is about ready 1o surren-
der hils star and revolver and pick
ocut some less violent pursult.

So policewomen were appointed
and bave done a great deal ‘o toope
up Atlaptie Clty’s morals, But even
they are powerless at times to ful-
Iy enforee the law,

Witness the case of Miss Walsh,
a mwilljon-helress, who recently con-
glgned one of the lifeguards to fiery
punishment for upbruiding her vio-
latlon of shore etiquette, Miss Walsh
6 a ratber determilned and almost
frolicky youog lady She Is fond
of canoeing and recently drove her
capoe into n crowd of bathers here
op the beach  She injured one wom-
an Whercupon Misg Walsh told
him to go to bh— apd mind his owo
business
COMING.

REFORM IS

However, all the visitors to At-
lantle Clty capuot be condemned for
the crrors of the few on the beach
There are stiiid mammas and papis
who cpme there with their childiren
with the sole object of haviog a cer-
taip amount of lnpocent pleasure
They, of course, deplore the cos-
tumes of those who make the beach
4 place for national comment and
condemnation,

There are those who add a little to
the dignity of the beach by appear-
log in costumes that are both mod-
erdate and chaste and at the same
time beautiful. Some of theso sulls
cost §100, and are made eofther of
gk, crepe de chine or taffeta. The
skirls extend far below the Knees,
the walsts are full and with them I8
worn a brassiere. Greéen, blues and
blacks predominate, novelty striped
hose of “different colors. Fetcling
little caps of rubberized taffetas uod
Sllks Lo mateh the bathing sults, are
warn

Mantles of gorgec s colors that
contrast with the bathing suits are
wort. The mantles usually kang tc
within nine inches of the ground. A
mald holds the mantle and & sun-
shade while the mistress bathes.

Of course, the bathing beaches are
not tho worst places for fads aond
foibles in Atlantle Clty. One must
remember that the board walk real-
Iy ia the main attraction and the
show place of Atlantie City. Thou-

sands Nock there on Easter Sunday
to display the milllner and design-
er's greatest art Creations from
Paris are shown galore in that pea-
cock strut of the country’s fashlon-
ables along the boardwalk,

The shops, hotels and dancing pa-
villons are scattered along this fa-
mous walk, The extremes as well
as thoe conservatives come there at
the great season of rejoicing to ob-
aerve and be observed.

AND THEN CUME
THE DOGS,

The oxtremes wear fthe gaudiest
costumes and employ the most un-
usual things to set off thelr own
beauty Mrs. Vernon Castle, of
course, started a mild craze when
sho appeared there with her trained
monkey in her muff, It was good
advertising for Mrs. Vernon Castle,
of course, and the Vernon Castles
are said to be not averse to haviog

thelr names and pletures In the
newspapers for it reatly nelps the
dancing business, don’t you know

Then there is a fair ratio of wom
en leading dogs of freakish appear-
ance with their husbands somew here
in the background, Firat in bnpor-
tance {n the fashlon parade s the
lady herself In hey splendid cos
tume, next I8 the freakish dog thiat
trots before her as If it were an ad-
veriisement of her approach and be-
hind I8 the mild-mannered  man,
who fools the bills. He ls thero as
sileut evidence of the fact that the
dress was obtained hones(ly and 18
padd for. Other than ibat he ls more
or less worthless.

Being & husband In Atlantic City,
by the way, is a poxition thal ranks
lower than that of the loweal me-
ninl in the place. The head walter
looks down upon the man of the par-
ty as |f he were one not above sus-

plefon of pouring his coffee Into his
gaucer

So, such Is Atlantie City, the great
show place of America where women
vie with each other for leadership
in oddities. When the Euster sea-
son is ended, when the monkey in a
wudfl attraction of Mrs, Vernon Cas-
tle has lost fts originality and pow-
er of advertising, then there ls the
bathing beach where ghape counts
for everytlilug and abbreviated buth-
ing suits are tho chief alds of shape,

And there 1s no end of possibili-
ties for displaving such bathing sults
for the gulf stream strikes the coast
there and ft is always bathing time

So why shouldn’'t those of Purl-
tanical beliefs issue a hurry call for
Anthony Comstock to come and give
Atlantle City Beach the once over
and allow him to place hig seal of
condemnation upen the shocking
geenes on the beach? Eh, why notf
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